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 Dear Members of Mt Calvary, 
 
The other day I was talking to one of our members Bernice 
Jahnke on her 91st birthday.  Bernice is a remarkable lady who still 
drives to church and worships with us each Sunday.  I asked her 
the secret of her long, productive life and she told me: ñBe content 
where you are, be satisfied with what you have, be happy for what 
you can do.ò  Bernice gave me permission to share her words with 
you. 
 
I have thought a lot about Berniceôs words and feel they are very 
wise ones that can guide each of us throughout our own lives.   
Her words reminded me of certain words of scripture particularly:   
 
ñI have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  I know 
what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  I 
have learned the secret of being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in 
want.  I can do everything through Him who gives me strengthò 
(Philippians 4:11-13). 
 
But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought 
nothing into the world and we can take nothing out of it.  But if we 
have food and clothing, we will be content with thatò (1 Timothy 
6:6-8). 
 
ñFor the sake of Christ, then I am content with weaknesses, 
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities; for when I am 
weak, then I am strongò (2 Corinthians 12:10).    
 
As the Bible repeatedly tells us, Godly contentment is truly a great 
blessing in life.  It is certainly not wrong to want to better our lives 
and make some improvements or upgrades.   But in the process 
there is great joy in enjoying what you have now and the journey 
itself.   Some of my happiest moments are spent doing simple 
things like puttering in my garden and watching things grow.  I am 
not very good at it but it is always a thrill to see something growing 
and to be able to pick and actually eat something I grew. 
 
Right now I am looking forward to the spring flowers.  Since God 
has sent us nice winter rains the blue bonnets and other wild 



 

flowers should be exceptionally beautiful this year.   To see a field 
of blue is one of the delights for those of us who live in Texas.    
 
Most of you know that I love a good cup of coffee.  I thank God 
each morning that coffee is relatively inexpensive and easy to 
make.  It is a gift from God that I can enjoy each day; actually 
several times a day. 
 
My grandson Nathan will visit us shortly.  I look forward to seeing 
him and holding him.  Just like you, little children delight me and 
never cease to amaze me by what they say and do.  I am thankful 
that I am a grandpa.  I love to see children at church and one of 
my favorite parts of the service is the childrenôs sermon.   
 
I am thankful, too, for you-the good people of Mt Calvary.  In so 
many ways you daily demonstrate the sincerity of your faith and 
seek to live out that faith in your lives.  Your commitment, your 
generosity, your faithfulness are an inspiration to me.  It is a joy to 
see you each Sunday and to be a part of your lives.  Thank you 
for sharing your hopes, dreams, struggles, and aspirations with 
me.   
 
Most of all in this season of Lent I am thankful for my salvation.  
The altar is now draped in purple and I know that our salvation did 
not come cheaply.  It cost Jesus His suffering and death.   I am so 
humbled to think that Jesus died for ordinary people like me.  It is 
hard to comprehend but I believe it and trust the wonderful 
promises to me earned by Jesusô suffering, death, and 
resurrection.    
 
I do not know if God will enable me to reach my 91st birthday like 
Bernice.  But I want to learn from her to treasure and enjoy each 
day by being content with the wonderful things God has already 
given me.  I pray that you will find that same blessed contentment 
in your life too. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
 
Pastor DeVries  



 

Memorials  
In memory of:    Given by: 

Gary Svalberg    M/M Marshall Leiber 

Herb Rehmann    Mrs. June Rehmann 

Richard Kaddatz   Mrs. Marlene Walker 

Hilda Franzen    M/M Gary Franzen 

Marge Regelin    M/M Francis Wessels 

Andy Bergquist    M/M Francis Wessels 
 

Gifts for the Parking Lot by:  Mrs. Elsie Autry, Mrs. Reta Braune, M/M 

Jack Brenz, Mrs. Norma Byars, Miss Carolyn Friedle, M/M Dennis 

Hohn, M/M Virl Hundley, M/M Jeff Jones, Mrs. Marylin Marshall, M/M 

Russell Maxwell, M/M Scott Sefton, Mrs. Joyce Warren, Mrs. Helen 

Wenisch, M/M Robert Wieding, M/M Gary Winkler, M/M Rudy 

Winkler, M/M John Haumann, Mr. Don Mueller, M/M Gerald Smetzer, 

Mr. Leonard Zacek, M/M Winstor Curry, M/M Rowan James, M/M Karl 

Johnson, Miss Jean Kamper, Mr. Stephen Koehler, M/M James Lee, 

M/M Jay Miller, Mrs. Joe Ann Cornwell, Mrs. Frances Domann, Ms. 

Karen Pieniazek, M/M Sam Winkler, Rev/Mrs. Kim DeVries 
 

Hymnals given by: M/M James Lee, Ms. Raquel Mencke, Mr. Gerald 

Scharnau, M/M Michael Schurmann, M/M Henry Holder, M/M Jack 

Brenz, M/M Stan George, Rev/Mrs. James Haupt, Mrs. Norene Karger, 

M/M Lester Pratt, M/M Art Borland, Miss Lisa Gerlich, Mrs. Evelyn 

Osterndorf, M/M Mike Ley, Ms. Jennifer Mosser, Peggy and Mike 

Jones, M/M Raymond Robel, Mrs. Bernadine Mollenhauer, Ms. Linda 

Dietz 
 

In the Mail   
Dear Pastor DeVries, Pastor Truwe, and members of Mt. Calvary,  

The children of Gary Svalberg would like to thank you for your visits 

and prayers during our motherôs final weeks.  Each was of great comfort 

to her and to us.  We are most grateful for the thoughtful memorial held 

in her honor.  Many of our friends have commented on how the true 

spirit of our mother was reflected in the service.  It was just as she 

wished.  We are also very appreciative to the Mary-Martha Guild for the 

lovely luncheon held immediately after the memorial service.  The 

gathering allowed family members time with those who gathered to 

remember our mother.  It is clear to all of us why our mother cherished 

Mt. Calvary as her church family. 
 

Godôs blessings to each of you,  

The family of Gary Svalberg 



 

To all my friends at Mt. Calvary,  

A special ñthank youò for all your prayers, cards, and Get Well wishes 

during my recent hospital stay and recovery.  A special ñthank youò to 

pastor DeVries for his hospital visit and prayers. 
 

Godôs grateful child,  

Liz Rose 

 

Dear members of Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, 

First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your 

faith is being reported all over the world.  (Romans 1:8) 
 

Thank you for renewing Mt. Calvary Lutheran Churchôs support to 

Missionaries Philip and Kerri Schielke and the ministry to the people of 

Eurasia/US.  Mt. Calvaryôs decision to continue with Together In 

Mission program with prayer, communication and financial support in 

the amount of $9600, is very much appreciated by Missionaries Philip 

and Kerri Schielke, LCMS World Mission, and Together In Mission. 
 

The members of Mt. Calvary are and important support group for 

missionaries Philip and Kerri Schielke while serving our Lord with the 

Eurasia/US team.  We pray the personal relationship you have built with 

Missionaries Philip and Kerri Schielke will continue to enhance the 

mission outreach vision for the members of Mt. Calvary as you share 

prayer needs and concerns, letters and other correspondence, and future 

personal visits if Philip & Kerri Schielke are able to make appropriate 

arrangements. 

 

Philip and Kerri are strengthened and encouraged by the prayers of Mt. 

Calvary and knowing there are people sharing in the joys, sadness, 

successes, and failures of sharing the Gospel in Eurasia/US. 

 

We praise and thank God for you and your continued interest in Godôs 

mission.  If you have any questions or we can be of service, please 

contact the Together In Mission office at 1-800-433-3954, ext. 1651, or 

via e-mail at debra.feenstra@lcms.org. 

 

Have a great day in the Lord as together we continue ñIgniting the 

World with Christôs Love.ò 

 

Debbie Feenstra 

Missionary Support Administrator 

LCMS World Mission 

mailto:debra.feenstra@lcms.org


 

Dear Ministry Partner,  

ñPraise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great 

mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the deadò (1 Peter 1:3).  
 

There are many things about 2009 we are glad to see behind us, not the 

least of which is our difficult economy.  Car manufacturers failing, stock 

market uncertainty, and less-than-stellar retail sales made 2009 a year for 

the record books. 
 

But God makes all things new.  2010 is a new year.  In Christ, our future 

is always new.  Godôs mercy is new every single day.  Our forgiveness 

through Christ is consistently new.  And, we have been given ñnew birth 

into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,ò 
 

Thank you for your partnership throughout 2009!  Your gifts are an 

answer to many prayers from throughout the world.  Because of your 

gifts, thousands of people with visual impairment now experience ñnew 

birthò in Christ.  Your partnership with Lutheran Braille Workers places 

you into the mission field; you are a missionary blessing, an active 

participant in a Great Commission mission. 
 

In this new year, please continue to support this vital mission.  Your 

mission dollars have wonderful impact in the mission field and your 

dollars will make it possible for many thousands to touch the precious 

Word of God for themselves and experience ñnew birth into a living 

hopeò and receive the ñinheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.ò 

 

May God bless your new year with new hope, new opportunity, and new 

joy in Christ,  

Rev. Dr. Phil Pledger, Executive Director 
 

Mt. Calvary donated $4,500 in 2009 to Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

ELDERS FOR MARCH  

      8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 6:30 p.m. 

March   7 (Communion) M. McNamara J. Koenig B. Stolhandske 

March 14  J. McNeel R. Maxwell S. Anderson 

March 21 (Communion) M. Leiber C. Koch W. Liebmann 

March 28  R. Winkler M. Wille B. Boeckner  
 

Special Services 7:00 p.m.  

March 3  B. Boeckner 

March 10  J. Gilg 

March 17  M. Leiber 

March 24  J. McNeel 
 

 

GREETERS FOR MARCH  

   8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m. 

March   7  Elaine Ward  Irene Roberts 

March 14  Judy Lundy  Judy Ganoza 

March 21  Reta Braune  Brenda Hoffman 

March 28  Denise LaBonté  Eunice Stepan 
 

 

ACOLYTES FOR MARCH  

   8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.     

March   7  Matthew Miller  Joseph Aguilar 

March 14   Jeffrey Rheiner  Nathan Aguilar 

March 21  Blake LaRue  Cobren Wells 

March 28  Jayson Gremmer John Rheiner 
 

Special Services 7:00 p.m.  

March   3  Nathan Aguilar 

March 10  Joseph Aguilar 

March 17  Nathan Aguilar 

March 24  Joseph Aguilar 
 

  

 
 



 

HEALTH KITS FOR HAITI   

Each health kit should contain:  

*One hand towel, dark color recommended  

*One washcloth, dark color recommended  

*One bath-size bar (4 to 5 oz.) of soap, any brand, in its original 

wrapping  

*One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging  

*One sturdy comb, remove packaging  

*One metal nail file or nail clippers with file attached, remove 

packaging (do not substitute cardboard emery boards for the file) 

*Six Band-Aids® (or similar brand), preferably 1/2" to 3/4"; 

secure together with a rubber band  

NO TOOTHPASTE. 
 

Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed. All items 

should be new and in good condition. Wrap smaller items in the 

washcloth; wrap washcloth and remaining items in the towel and tie 

securely with ribbons or yarn. Do not enclose the kit or any of its 

contents in plastic bags.  

   

Mt. Calvary  will be taking Health Kits until April 1
st
.  You 

may bring your Health Kits to the church office. 
            

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
Lenten Schedule  2010 

Lenten Lessons 
We can learn valuable lessons for our life from the events and articles of 
Christõs last days on earth. 
 

February 17  Pastor DeVries  The Alabaster Jar 

Ash Wednesday   

    

February 24  Pastor DeVries  Malchusõ Ear 

   

March 3   Pastor Truwe  The Rooster 

 

March 10  Pastor DeVries  The Dream 

 

March 17   Pastor Truwe  The Basin 

 

March 24  Pastor Truwe  The Dice 

 

April 1   Pastor DeVries  The Upper Room 

Maundy Thursday  Holy Communion 

 

April 2   Pastor Truwe   

Good Friday  Tenebrae 

 

Services start at 7:00 p.m.  A meal will be served from 5:30 ð 6:30 p.m. before 

each Wednesday night service in the gym.   There will be a free-will offering for 

each meal.  Refreshments will be served following the service.  Nursery care 

is available in the Ministry Building for all services. 

 



 

From the Mount to the World 
            
 

 
ALTAR GUILD 

 

The Altar Guild consists of: Shirley Fors, Debbie Kennedy, Jeri 
Lara, Pat Leiber, Esther Lundy, Sylvia Matthys, Susan 
Melancon, Tracy Paseur, Ruby Read, June Stokes, Kathy 
Theiss, Joyce Warren.  These dedicated ladies prepare the 
altar for each worship service.  They are further responsible 
for setting up for Baptisms, Holy Communion, and maintaining 
the attendance cards and pencils in the pews.  They also take 
care of all of the altar linens, the candles, and decorating for 
special seasons like Advent-Christmas and Lent-Easter.  Their 
work is often behind-the-scenes but very crucial for the 
worship life of our congregation.  We all owe them a 
tremendous debt of gratitude.  The Altar Guild is always open 
to receiving new members.  Please contact Sylvia Matthys or 
Kathy Theiss if you are interested in becoming a part of this 
important work.   
 
 
 
 

Altar Guild Meeting 
As an altar guild member, you play an important role in 
helping us to have a beautiful and reverent place in which to 
worship each week, and during the busy festival seasons of 
the church year, you work extra hard. 
 
Pastor Truwe will be meeting with the altar guild on 
Saturday, March 13th @ 9:00 a.m. He requests the 
attendance of every altar guild member. 

 

 



 

Music Notes 
ñFrom that time Jesus began to show his disciples that  

he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief 

priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.ò Matt. 

16:21 
 

Lent is a journey.  Just as Jesus came down from the mount of 

Transfiguration and began his journey to Jerusalem, so in this season we 

prepare to meet our Lord in the upper room, on the cross, and then at the 

garden outside the tomb.  Along the way we will see Jesus facing 

temptation, mourning over the unbelief of Jerusalem, and teaching us 

about the consequences of sin and the compassion of the Father.  
 

The hymns of the season likewise show us our sin and point us to the 

great love of the Son who went to the cross to pay the price for our sin.  

Many of them sing about temptation, of sorrow over our sin, and all of 

them sing about the Savior.  I encourage you to keep your hymnal open 

during your devotions during this season; you will find a wealth of hymn 

texts which are useful for meditation.   
 

To aid in this process, I invite you to consider the following text, from 

the Lutheran Service Book.  (It is set to the tune of ñLord Jesus, Think on 

Meò, if you would care to sing along.)  Note the imagery of the journey, 

and our needs along the journey, which are all met by Christ himself. 
          

O Christ, You walked the road Our wandering feet must go. 

You faced with us temptationôs power And fought our ancient foe. 
 

No bread of earth alone Can fill our hungering hearts. 

Lord, help us seek Your living Word, the food Your grace imparts. 
 

No blinding sign we ask, No wonder from above. 

Lord, help us place our trust alone In Your unswerving love. 
 

When lures of easy gain With promise brightly shine, 

Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first; Our wills with Yours align. 
 

O Christ, You walked the road Our wandering feet must go. 

Stay with us through temptationôs hour To fight our ancient foe. 
Text:  © 1997 GIA Publications Inc 

 

May God bless your Lenten journey! 
 

Dr. Jon Eifert, Music Director 

 



 



 



 

Sunday Morning Classes: 9:45-10:45 a.m. 

Wednesdays in the Word  

7:00-8:30 p.m. (Parish Hall) 

Growing in the Word  

 

 

 

How to Use The Lutheran Study Bible: Pastor DeVries 

continues leading us through the Old Testament history and is now 

exploring the book of 2 Kings.  Consider joining us to study the 

Scriptures, and explore the history of Godôs people!  

 

 

 

 

 

Itôs one of those Bible stories that you 

learned at an early age.  The story of Jonah 

gets our attention because of the 

miraculous events surrounding the prophet 

and a great fish.  But if you think the story 

of Jonah is really just about the prophet 

getting swallows by a really big fish, then 

this is the study for you! 

 

Beginning on April 7
th
, Pastor Truwe will 

lead a 6-week Bible study on the book of 

Jonah.  If youôve been in the habit of 

coming to church on Wednesdays for our 

Midweek Lenten Services, keep coming!  

If youôve been looking for a study to be 

involved in, join us.  We will gather in the 

Parish Hall, and the study will begin @ 

7:00 p.m.  All materials will be provided. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

The Lutheran Difference 

Thursdays @ 9:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall 

     

                                                     

 

 

 

Being a Lutheran in the 21
st
-Century matters!  This class explores 

how the Lutheran confession of the Christian 

faith is unique from all others, and why it is 

still an important one.  Currently, the group is 

studying what we believe about the The Lordôs 

Supper.  Have Thursday mornings free?  Come 

and join us!  Al materials are provided. 

                                                                         

Prepare for Worship: Many of you already 

have a regular devotional time of reading the Scriptures.  Others of 

you may be thinking about starting such a routine.  One way of 

doing this is to study the different readings for the upcoming 

Sunday.  By doing this you will have already encountered those 

readings, and may have even begun to meditate on them.  

Especially when they serve as the text of that Sundayôs sermon, 

this can help you get more out of the service.  The following is a 

list of the Sunday readings for the month of December: 

March 7
th
ð3

rd
 Sunday in Lent 

 OT  Ezekiel 33:7-20 

 Epistle: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

 Gospel: Luke 13:1-9 

March 14
th
ð4

th
 Sunday in Lent 

 OT:  Isaiah 12:1-6 

 Epistle: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

 Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

March 21
st
ð5

th
 Sunday in Lent 

 OT:  Isaiah 43:16-21 

 Epistle: Philippians 3:8-14 

 Gospel: Luke 20:9-20 

March 28
th
ðPalm Sunday 

 OT:  Deuteronomy 32:36-39 

 Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11 

 Gospel: Luke 23:1-56 



 

Congregation at Prayer 

God has given us all a family, and what a blessing our family is.  

Did you know that the family is the most important educational 

institution?  In fact, the primary place where the faith is handed 

down is the home, taught by father and mother.  Each week in our 

Sunday bulletin, we are happy to provide a wealth of devotional 

material to be used in that process of handing down the faith.  To 

see one of these weekly handouts, visit our website at 

www.mtcsa.org. 

 

Fellowship Opportunities 
 

ChristCare Small Groups are Now MeetingðDonôt Miss Out! 

A ChristCare Group is a gathering of 5-12 

people that meets twice each month for the 

purpose of: 

¶ Mutual care and encouragement 

¶ Prayer and Devotion 

¶ Biblical study that relates the Bible 

to everyday life 

¶ Service in our congregation and the 

community 

The group is led by a trained leader who 

receives ongoing support and 

encouragement. 

The group independently chooses the topic of its study and the 

nature of its service. 

 

 

 

 

Young Adultsð1st and 3rd Sundays 

Time: 7:00-8:30 p.m.  

Leader: Debbie Perankovich (830-914-2526) 

Place: College aged adults, young professionals and 

the young-at-heart meet here at Mt. Calvary for 

community and growth (308 Mt. Calvary Drive, 78209) 

When and Where do 

ChristC are Groups Meet?  

http://www.mtcsa.org/


 

Mothersð1st & 3rd Mondays 

Time: 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Leader: Wanda Laxson (832-0348)  

Place: Wanda welcomes mothers of all ages into 

her home for support and encouragement. (13 

Granburg Circle, 78218) 

 

Day Groupð1st and 3rd Tuesdays 

Time: 9:00-10:30 a.m. 

Leader: Joy Miller (648-1358) 

Place: We will gather at Earl Abelôs for coffee, 

breakfast, and ChristCare! (1201 Austin Hwy, 

78209) 

 

Night Groupð1st and 3rd Thursdays 

Time: 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Leader: Jan Miyauchi (490-7750) 

Place: Jan and her husband Richard welcome this 

group into the warmth of their home. (2219 Peach 

Blossom, 78247) 

 

Womenð1st & 3rd Thursdays 

Time: 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Leader: Tammy Copello (241-6556) 

Place: This group of women gather here at Mt. 

Calvary as they deepen their understanding of 

Godôs Word, support one another in prayer, and 

find ways to serve their neighbor. 

 

Menôs Groupð1st & 3rd Saturdays 

Time: 7:00-8:30 a.m. 

Leader: Jay Miller (648-1358) 

Place: This group for men who want to serve the 

Lord gathers at Mt. Calvary for camaraderie and 

spiritual support for thei r walk with Christ.  

 

 

 



 

Mt. Calvary Basketball Fellowship: We are taking a break for 

the next three monthsé but the gym will still be used for 

basketball on Thursday nights. 
 

Spur One Basketball was formed in April, 2008 by Head 

Basketball Coach Scott Sefton and Commissioner Sam Keith. 

The program is designed to disciple young men and women in 

Christian principles and to further their skills in the game of 

basketball. The discipleship is 

unashamedly Christ -centered and is 

designed to train young athletes to be 

prepared for a life lived in a world that 

needs Jesus. We believe that sports, in 

general, and basketball specifically, are 

exceptional training grounds for life 

itself. It is our hope that the time we spend 

coaching these young athletes will help change the culture in 

which we live.  
 

For the next three months, Mt. Calvary will be the host for Spur 

Oneôs spring training camp.  Our own member, Scott Sefton is the 

founder of Spur One, and Chase Palmer, another member, is one of 

the coaches.  Each Thursday, teenagers will be engaged in the 

game of basketball, but more importantly, they will be growing in 

their faith as they study the Scriptures and pray.  Please keep this 

exciting ministry opportunity in your prayers as we seek to gain a 

relationship with these young athletes and their parents. 

 

3
rd

 Annual Menôs Retreat: Put it on your calendar today, and plan 

to attend this yearôs Menôs Retreat at Camp LoneStar.  Based on 

the positive feedback of previous yearôs 

participants, weôve expanded the retreat 

to cover two nightsðand this year, 

weôre gonna BBQ!  You wonôt want to 

miss it!  We will head out on the evening 

of Friday, May 14
th
, and will return after 

Worship Services on Sunday, May 16
th
.  

Plans are already beginning to be made.  Keep your eyes peeled as 

more information is released in the coming months! 



 

Menôs Spring Softball: March is 

here, and so is softball!  Come on out 

and cheer your own team on to 

victory.  We play on Friday nights at 

Alva Jo Fischer Softball Complex 

(10700 Nacogdoches).  Entry fee is 

$1ðthe most affordable entertainment in town.  Our team is 

coming off a second place finish in the fall league and hopes that 

this spring will bring with it its first league championship. 

 

Interested in coming to a game?  Here is the seasonôs schedule: 

March 5 @ 7:50 p.m. vs Hope Church 

March 12 @ 9:30 p.m. vs ñJamesò Gang 

March 19 @ 8:40 p.m. vs The Boozers 

March 26 @ 7:00 p.m. vs Compadres 

April 2 @ 8:40 p.m. vs Blacksheep (Shepherd of the Hillsð

LCMS) 

April 9 @ 7:50 p.m. vs Hope Church 

April 16 @ 7:00 p.m. vs ñJamesò Gang 

April 30 @ 7:00 p.m. vs The Boozers 

May 7 @ 8:40 p.m. vs Compadres 

May 14 @ 9:30 p.m. vs Blacksheep (Shepherd of the Hillsð

LCMS) 

 

Resource Center 
Through a generous donation from one of our members, the Board 

of Education has purchased a computer for the 

Library.  With the hopes that the our library 

would become more of a resource center this 

computer is available for your use.  You can 

check email, surf the web, do homework, 

study for an upcoming project, and the list 

goes on.  If you donôt have the internet at 

home, but have always wanted to watch one of 

our Worship Services after it has been 

archives, just stop by and hop on the internet.     

 



 

The Book of the Month: A Little Book on Joy 
Pastor Truwe loves to read, and he knows that many of you enjoy 

reading also.  Because there is such a wealth of literature available 

to the Christian reader, some of 

which may actually cause you to 

question some of the churchôs 

teaching, Pastor Truwe is 

beginning a book of the month 

recommendation.  Each month in 

the newsletter, and also in the 

bulletin, Pastor Truwe will 

recommend a book for the 

congregation to read.  If the book 

looks interesting, just let him 

know, and heôll order you a copy 

for yourself.  After the order has been placed, and books have been 

received, heôll include posts on his blog about the book for further 

discussion. 
 

This monthôs recommendation, A Little 

Book on Joy: The Secret of Living a Good 

News Life in a Bad News World, is the 

latest book by Rev. Matthew C. Harrison.  

Rev. Harrision currently serves the LCMS 

as Executive Director of LCMS World 

Relief and Human Care.  In other words, 

heôs been heading up our relief efforts in 

Haiti!  Heôs also the candidate that Mt. 

Calvary nominated to serve as our next 

synodical president.  Let Pastor Truwe 

know if you would like to purchase a copy of this book.  Heôll be 

taking orders until March 15
th
.  The cost is $8/book. 

 

And if you would like to know more about the book, keep reading: 
 

"So many churches, so many pastors and Christians have so little 
joy today," my friend observed. "These are difficult times." 
With these words Matthew Harrison embarks on a quest to 
rediscover the joy of being a Christian, the secret of living a Good 



 

News life in a bad news world. In A Little Book on Joy, Harrison 
takes the reader on a journey... 
 
 

from the father's joy at the prodigal's return, to the joy of Mary's 
Magnificat. 
from the joy of the Holy Spirit and repentance, to the manifold joys 
of life together in community, marriage, and family. 
from the joy of forgiveness and perfect righteousness in Christ, to 
the joys of humor, worship, the sanctity of life, and the wonders of 
creation. 
from the joy of a faithful pastor and cheerful giving, to the joy 
found in weakness. 
from the joy of the Gospel mission throughout the world, the joy of 
everyday life and of a genuine and faithful Lutheranism, to the joys 
in store for us in the life of the world to come. 
 

Study questions follow each chapter making A Little Book on Joy 
the perfect guide for a Bible study on the topic of Christian joy. 
A Bible reading guide for "The Great Ninety Days of Joy after Joy: 
Daily Texts with Prayers to Gladden the Heart from Ash 
Wednesday through Pentecost (or any time)," makes this the 
perfect devotional guide for Lent and Easter, or any time of year. 
 
Pastor Matthew Harrison was baptized in 
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founding a nationally recognized 
neighborhood renewal project in what was 
the poorest census tract in Indiana, he 
became the Executive Director of LCMS 
World Relief and Human Care and has 
administered nearly $100,000,000 of charitable giving worldwide. 
He writes, translates, and speaks extensively. He delights in his 
wife, Kathy, and two boys, Matthew and Mark. He is an avid 
bluegrass banjo player and luthier, and finds joy in it all. 

 


