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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 

SUNRISE COMMUNION SERVICE (7:00) 
 

On Good Friday the candles of the altar were extinguished and the altar left bare.  The 

darkness of the Sanctuary and the bareness of the altar suggested Christõs death for our sin.  

We begin this service in total darkness and silence.  Today we celebrate Christõs victory over 

darkness and the return of His light to our sinful world.  The lighting of the candles 

symbolizes Christõs defeat of sin, death, and the devil.   

 
Stand 

 

The Lighting of the  Paschal Candle   

A  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen.  

A Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed!   Alleluia!   

 

A  Jesus said, òI am the light of the world.  Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, 

but will have the light of  life.ó 

C  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  

A  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

C  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  

A  O house of Jacob come,  

C  Let us walk in the light of the Lord.  
 

(The candle is lit) 
 

The Lighting of  the Church  
Remain standing and turn to face the Processional Cross in the back.  As it passes by you, turn to 

face the front. 
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The Processional Hymn : Jesus Christ Is Risen Today             LSB 

457  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

The Call to Worship  

A:  Christ is risen, Alleluia! 

C:  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  

A:  This is the day which the Lord hath made! 

C:  We will rejoice and be glad in it!  

A:  This is the feast of victory for our God! 

C:  The Lamb of God lives and reigns!  
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A:  The Son of God sits high and exalted on His eternal throne!  

C:  This is the feast of victory for our Lord!  

A:  Our great God has raised His Son from the grave! 

C:  Christ is alive!  Christ is for real!  He has arisen!  And He is here today to share His 

Resurrection with us.  

A:  The same power that raised Jesus from the dead is available to us today. 
 

C:  It has taken the fear out of death and reduced the might of our enemies to nothing.  

His victory is our victory.  We shall live forever.  May God be praised forever.  

A  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you.  

 

The Confession and Absolution  

A   Let us confess our sin to God, our Merciful Father. 

C  Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all 

people, we admit and confess our sinfulness.  We have turned awa y from you and 

each other in our thinking, speaking, and doing.  We have done the evil you forbid 

and have not done the good you demand.  We do repent and are truly sorry for 

these our sins.  Have mercy on us, kind Father, because of the obedience of Jesus  

Christ, you Son.   Forgive us all that is past, and with the power of the Holy Spirit 

move us to serve you faithfully.  Set our feet upon the new path of life and enable 

us to live in your triumphant Easter light.  

A Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen.  
 

Easter Prayer 

A:  Risen Lord, You have broken free from the grip of death, and we rejoice in Your 

resurrection.  May the message of Easter give us the strength to break away from the 

power of sin and evil in our lives.  May this good news free us to worship, serve and 

praise You even more.  May Your new life be felt in us and around us.  May Your love  

be shared by all.  May Your glory brighten our days.  And may Your grace forever fill our 

hearts. 

C:  Amen.  
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Sit 

 

Hymn of Praise: This Is the Feas t                 

LSB 155 
Congregation will sing the refrain; Choir will sing the verses. 
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Old Testament Reading                                                                                    Job 

19:23ð27 

23
òOh that my words were written!  Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 

24
Oh that with an iron pen and lead  they were engraved in the rock forever! 

25
For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 

26
And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God,                               

27
whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.  

My heart faints within me ! 
 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  

 

The Anthem: Now Let the Heavens Be Joyful                  

Halter                                                                   
 

 

 

The Epistle          1 Corinthians 15:51-

57 
 

51
Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

52
in a 

moment, in the twinkling of  an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 

and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 
53

For this 

perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on 

immortality. 
54

When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 

immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: òDeath is swallowed 

up in victory.ó   
55
òO death, where is your victory?  O death, where is your sting?ó 

56
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 

57
But thanks be to God, who 

gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
 

 

The Gospel Procession  
 (Please stand as we sing the triple alleluias.  Turn and remain facing the Processional Cross as it 

moves to the center aisle) 
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Cantor: òChrist has abolished death; and he has brought life and immortality to 

light through the gospel.ó  
 

 

 

 
The Holy Gospel                John 20:1-18 
 

A:  The Holy Gospel according to John, the twentieth chapter. 

 
 
 

 

20:1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was 

still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went 

to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, òThey 

have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.ó 3 So 

Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them 

were running together, but the other d isciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And 

stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon 

Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and 

the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in 

a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and 

he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise 

from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes. 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the 

tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at 

the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, òWoman, why are you weeping?ó She said 

to them, òThey have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.ó 

14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it 

was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, òWoman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?ó 
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Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, òSir, if you have carried him away, tell me 

where you have laid him, and I will take him away.ó 16 Jesus said to her, òMary.ó She turned 

and said to him in Aramaic, òRabboni!ó (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, òDo not 

cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to 

them, ôI am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.õó 18 Mary 

Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ñI have seen the Lordòðand that he had said 

these things to her. 
 
 

A:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows  

A:  God has made us his own people through his baptismal grace.  Rejoicing in his 

resurrection, we confess the faith to us in our baptism. 
 

A:  Do you renounce the devil? 

C:  Yes, I renounce him.  

A:  Do you renounce all his works? 

C:  Yes, I renounce them.  

A:  Do you renounce all his ways? 

C:  Yes, I renounce them.  

A:  Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

C:  Yes, I believe. 

A:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pont ius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 

into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he will 

come to judge the living and the dead ? 

C:  Yes, I believe. 

A:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting? 

C:  Yes, I believe. 

 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day: Jesus Lives! The Victoryõs Won!     LSB 490 
 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Jesus lives! And now is death 

    But the gate of life immortal;  

This shall calm my trembling breath 

    When I pass its gloomy portal. 

Faith shall cry, as fails each sense: 

Jesus is my confidence! 
 

Public domain 

 

Sermon: Jesus is Risen!               1 Corinthians 15:3-8, 14-20            Rev. K. T. 

DeVries   
 

Stand 
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The Ritual of Friendship  Please complete an attendance card found in the pew and place it 

in the offering plate in order that we have a record of your worshipping with us.  
 

Worship with Tithes and Offerings            

If you have a prayer request, please put it on a òPrayer Request Cardó and the ushers will bring 

it forward with the offering. 
 

Sit 
 

 

Offertory  

 

Voluntary      
  

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

P:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to 

their needs.  O gracious Father, give us faith to believe that because Jesus lives, we too 

are made alive in Him and shall live eternally. 

C:  Risen Lord, live in us that we may  live in You.  

P:  Lord Jesus Christ, lift our eyes from sin and death and guide us in the way of forgiveness 

and life that we may delight in Your will and bring glory to Your name.  

C:  Risen Lord, live in us that we may live in You.  

P:  O Holy Spirit, remembering the faithful women who went to the tomb on that first Easter 

morning we pray that we will be faithful witnesses of Christ's resurrection, bold to share 

this Good News in our generation. 

C:  Risen Lord, live in us that we may live in You.  

P:  Merciful God, be with the sick and the suffering, the dying and the grieving. Give them 

healing, strength, and comfort in accordance with Your will and bring us at last to the day 

when we shall dwell eternally in Your presence. 

C:  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer . 

P:  Merciful Lord, make each one of us - members of this congregation and guests who 

worship on this festive day - instruments of Your peace and love.  Help us to extend the 

Good News of hope and life to the community around us and the world beyond us, th at 

many more would know eternal Easter joy. 

C:  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  
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P:  Merciful and loving Father, forgive us our sins and release us from our guilt that we may 

be freed by Your grace to serve You and to glorify Your holy name. 

C:  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 

ways. 

P:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we now prayêêêêêêêê., trusting 

in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord,  

C:  Amen.  
 

Service of the Sacrament  

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.  And most especially are we 

bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world.  By His 

dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting 

life.  Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus 


